
 

 

Sent via electronic mail to ashley.moody@myfloridalegal.com 
 
 
June 3, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Ashley Moody, Esq. 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Florida, PL 01 
400 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Re: Florida Cabinet decision on proposed “Kendall Parkway”/836-Dolphin Expressway 
extension 

Dear Attorney General Moody: 
 
At the Florida Cabinet’s June 15 meeting, members will be faced with a critical question: 
 
Should you vote to overturn a judge’s ruling and pave the way for a new expressway that will cut 
through Florida’s Everglades, causing environmental damage and potentially compromising multi-billion 
dollar efforts to restore the “River of Grass”? 
 
Or will you vote to uphold Administrative Law Judge Suzanne Van Wyck’s March 2020 order, which 
rejected the proposed extension of State Road 836/Dolphin Expressway as inconsistent with growth-
management policies, possibly incompatible with efforts to protect the Everglades — and destined to 
only bring “meager” improvements for South Florida commuters? 
 
Friends of the Everglades, which was founded in 1969 by Marjory Stoneman Douglas, implores you to 
make the right choice by affirming the judge’s findings and pulling the plug on the proposed Kendall 
Parkway. 
 
The problems with the expressway are many, the benefits practically non-existent. 
 
In recommending against the road, Judge Van Wyck ruled that placing the tollway outside the Urban 
Development Boundary (UDB) was inconsistent with the purpose of the boundary. 
 
The tollway, she wrote, conflicts with Miami-Dade County’s mandate to protect the Pennsucco wetlands 
and its critical habitat for endangered species. These wetlands recharge West Dade wellfield, a major 
drinking water source for Miami-Dade. 
 
The judge noted the South Florida Water Management District never received enough information from 
the county to determine whether the new corridor was consistent with  
the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). And the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency said in August 2019 the proposed new corridor poses “substantial and unacceptable adverse 
secondary impacts to the Greater Everglades.” 



 
All this for a project that would shave a mere 5 percent — about 6 minutes — off the average commute 
time for local motorists. 
 
Meanwhile, the Kendall Parkway is likely to encourage more sprawl and more development adjacent to 
and perhaps into the sensitive lands of America’s Everglades. 
 
We urge you to follow the lead of other officials who have voiced opposition to the plan, including Sen. 
Marco Rubio, and concur with the judge’s ruling. There are other ways to address congestion in Miami-
Dade County that are better for area commuters, our water and our Everglades. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Eve Samples 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Everglades 
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